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DRAGON BOATING 2010

“Catching Dragons?” or “Riding Dragons?” are the usual phrases associated with Dragon Boating when one aims to make a feeble jest at the sport.  But the sport is anything but feeble in the quest to battle blistering winds and slice through rough, unforgiving seas in order to cross the finish line first.  Armed with 40 paddles for 40 brave knights, two sweeps and one caller that bellows louder than the wind and rain can thrash, Tawa College’s Blue and Red boats thrice battled fearlessly across the seas.

These heats determine who amongst all the teams is the biggest and the best – the fastest and the bravest.  This is a sport that sorts the women from the boys.

Early in the morning of 7th March, after initially being postponed due to tsunami warnings, two teams from Tawa College prepared to race against a number of other schools in order to win the medals, the trophies and the honour of being crowned Dragon Boating masters.

It was tough, it was rough, and the competition was fierce, but the Red boat, due to their previous two races, managed to make it into the B Grade final and sliced through the water like a fish on a hook to beat all the other competitors and win the title of B Grade champions!  The Blue team because of their strenuous efforts made it into the A Grade Petite final.  It was long, tiresome and it was a struggle.  Out of five other competitors, the Blue boat came in fourth place, meaning that out of approximately twenty other teams that raced they were placed at (approximately) 9th whilst the Red boat came in two behind them in 11th place.  A valiant effort by our brave and fearless souls.

All in all it was a good day.  Unfortunately Miss Wiltshire (our main coach and organiser in the lead-up) was unable to attend the day’s festivities, but Miss Grigg was definitely a good sport, not only organising about 40 girls, but also because she was the solo sweep for both teams, ended up competing in all six races.  A special commendation to Anastasia Wilson who, because the Red team were short on rowers, battled ferociously not just three times for her team, but also participated in five out of six races on the day (three for the Blue team and two for the Red).  A truly courageous effort by all involved.  Two great teams, two fantastic sweeps, two bellowing callers and a tremendous amount of organisation and support, but all in all – one amazing day.
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